[image: image4.emf]   





[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.png]ﬁ Cluster & Diocesan News ?

1..

®
@



[image: image8.emf]   

[image: image9.png]




	Vigils
	Holy Rosary

Sacred Heart
St Vincent’s
	5.30 pm
6.30 pm
7.00 pm
	Moira Madden

People of the Parish

People of the Parish

	Sun

4th   
Dec
	2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

	
	St Bede’s

St Gregory’s

Ss Peter & Paul

St Oswald’s

St Bede’s
	     9.30 am

     9.30 am

   10.30 am

   11.00 am 

     5.00 pm
	Ralph Kelly

Clive Harron

James Joseph Duggan

Joanne Dadswell

People of the Parish & Cluster

	Mon

5th
Dec
	Weekday  of Advent 

	
	St Oswald’s
Holy Rosary
	     9.00 am
   10.00 am
	Wellbeing of Maureen Miller
Thanksgiving

	Tues
6th
Dec   
	Weekday  of Advent or St Nicholas

	
	Ss Peter & Paul
Holy Rosary
St Oswald’s
St Gregory’s
	     9.00 am
     9.15 am
   10.00 am
     6.30 pm
	Pat Thorn

Special Intention (TM)

Peggy Round

John & Ann Mulligan(BS)

	Wed

7th
Dec
	St Ambrose   

	
	Sacred Heart
Ss Peter & Paul

St Bede’s
	   10.00 am
   10.00 am
   12.00 pm
	Mary Theresa Pallister
Fr Richard Kinlen +
Intentions of Val & Brian Taylor

	Thurs

8th
Dec
	THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

	
	St Bede’s
St Vincent’s
Sacred Heart
Ss Peter & Paul
	   10.00 am
   10.00 am
   10.00 am
     7.00 pm
	Mary Thomson (A)
Pat Owens (BS)
Doris Alexander

Priest’s Intentions

	Fri

9th
Dec
	Weekday  of Advent

	
	Sacred Heart

St Oswald’s
St Gregory’s
Holy Rosary
	     7.00 am

     9.30 am
   10.00 am
   12.00 pm
	Priest’s Intention
Michael & Catherine Youlden

Maureen Fooy (BS)
Paul Mills

	Sat

10th
Dec
	Weekday  of Advent

	
	St Bede’s

St Gregory’s
	   10.00 am

   10.00 am

   
	Ellen Batchelor
DM of Cochrane & Smith Families

	Vigils
	Holy Rosary

Sacred Heart

St Vincent’s
	5.30 pm

6.30 pm

7.00 pm
	William & Mary Henderson
Alice Simpson

People of the Parish

	Sun

11th   
Dec
	3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

	
	St Bede’s

St Gregory’s

Ss Peter & Paul

St Oswald’s

St Bede’s


	9.30 am     

9.30 am

   10.30 am

   11.00 am

     5.00 pm
	Dec’d members of The Legion of Mary
Hilda & George Waller (MW)
Frank Trint
People of the Parish

People of the Parish & Cluster
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‘Repentance’ seems an unattractive word. It conjures up images of morose brooding over past sins and failures, a negative idea. This is not what John the Baptist proclaimed. His message was wholly positive. In Hebrew and Greek the concept of ‘repentance’ is about a change of behaviour, a change of direction. John is calling on his listeners to change their ways, to change their scale of values, their whole direction of life. To reinforce his message he wears the clothes worn by Elijah, the prophet whom Jewish tradition taught was to return to announce the final coming of the Lord. John proclaims his message in the desert, that apocalyptic landscape of the arid and bare Jordan Valley, below sea-level, where merchants would be crossing the Jordan on the road to the East. So John makes a deliberate claim to be this final prophet and to be preparing a way for the Lord. We see Jesus as the Messiah, the loving Saviour, but John was not at this point proclaiming this Jesus. He was proclaiming the threatening and imminent arrival of the sovereignty of God, when rotten trees would be cut down and evil swept away to be burnt in unquenchable fire.


If we are to be open to the arrival of the Kingship of God, we may need to look to our own scale of values. Is my scale of values compatible with those of the Kingship of God? How far do they coincide?





2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT     4TH DECEMBER 2016





















































 








   














STEP 1: RELAX & REMEMBER: Remember that through this scripture our Lord is truly present. Read the Gospel, pay attention to any words that stand out & meditate on them for a few minutes and be invited into a dialogue with God.


2: READ THE GOSPEL: John the Baptist’s Call to Repentance (Matthew 3:1-12) 


In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: “A voice cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.” This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.





STEP 3: REFLECT: 	See front page for Reflection


STEP 4: RESPOND & REQUEST: Now slowly and prayerfully read the Gospel once again but this time in silence. Consider how this Gospel could apply to your life in general. Then thank God for any insight you may have received. Conclude by asking God to bless you with one of the following spiritual gifts to help you act on any resolution you have made: love, understanding, wisdom, faithfulness, peace, self-control, patience or joy. Please remember to pray for the Church and particularly our school families. Then conclude by requesting the prayers of Our Lady & St Joseph.





Forward Together in Hope


Following recent Cluster and Deanery meetings, the process of reviewing all of the proposals begins, so as to provide clear recommendations to the Bishop and the Diocesan board.


Our Partnership Proposals have been sent to the Diocese. If you wish to view a copy see your Parish Representative or see the noticeboard.


For up to date information visit hope@diocesehn.org.uk.








Sick: Please pray for Hazel Prowse, Michelle Rochford, Michael Dawson, Carol Dawson, Michelle Greatrex, Mary Clarke, Robert Scott, Gloria Dearden, Terry Wales, Jean White, Vivienne Scott, Tony Manson, Marian Sykes, Monica Kippax, Eric Walker, Poppy Cox, Fr Leo Coughlin, Christopher Phillips, Laura Morland (Snr) Brendan Lee, Ruth Lynch, Bridget Weymes and Sharon Hutchinson.


RIP: Please pray for Amy McKenzie and Gerry Hogg who died recently. “Those who die in grace go no further from us than GOD and He is very near.”   St Bonaventure.


Season of Advent


Advent Alms: support the work of our Diocesan Charity St Cuthbert’s Care. 


World Gifts: There are some catalogues at the back of church. As a Parish we would like to buy a cow or a pair of pigeons. If you would like to contribute please place your gift in an envelope marking it CAFOD. Can we raise £100??? We will keep you informed of the progress.


Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: St Bede’s Wed 11-12.00.  Sat  9 - 10.00am 


Prayer Group: every Wednesday at 2.00 pm 172 Bamburgh Ave. Scripture, Praise & Intercessory Prayer. Please Join Us.


Penitential Services:  Fri 16th Dec 12.00 noon Holy Rosary during Mass.              Sat 17th Dec  St Bede’s 10.00 am Mass followed by individual Confessions


Sacrament Of Reconciliation (Confessions) St Bede’s Sat 10.30 - 11.00 am  Holy Rosary Sat 5.00 - 5.30 pm


First Holy Communion Programme: Session 3 “Reconciliation” Sun 4th Dec at St Bede’s, First Confessions will take place on Tue 6th Dec at St Bede’s 7.00 pm 


Christmas Raffle: at St Bede’s. 1st prize Luxury Hamper. Tickets on sale now. £1 book.  Please return your money and counterfoils ASAP. You have to be in to win it!! Tickets will be drawn at a special Coffee Morning, on Sun 11th Dec. after Mass with Coffee, Tea, Mulled Wine and Christmas Treats. Please support.Would anyone be willing to help either Sun Morning or at the Carol Service Sun Evening??


Carols by Candlelight:  in the presence of The Hon. Emma Lewell-Buck MP. Soloist, Sarah Fenwick, St Bede’s Children’s Choir and also a Youth Choir as well as congregational singing. St Bede’s on Sun 11th Dec at 6.00 pm.


Children’s Nativity: Will take place during the 9.30 am Mass on Sunday 18th Dec at St Bede’s. Come along to Children’s Liturgy if you want to be involved.


STARCH: drop in at 1.00 pm on Tue at Living Waters, Laygate. All donations will be gratefully accepted.  We have been asked for bicycles, small digital TV’s, computers, household goods, two chest of drawers, two wardrobes, clothing.


St Bede’s Eucharistic Minister’s & Reader’s New Rota’s are available at the back of church.





























			 

















What are we prepared to give up for the Gospel? Do we try to make our own cross, or accept whatever we are given?  To give up all your possessions is to make yourself vulnerable and dependant. This gospel teaching could cause all kinds of problems between families, friends and colleagues.  


St Paul, in putting himself in the place of the slave, Onesimus, is encouraging the church leader, Philemon, to do what is right. But his words are equally for us today. We have the example of many such as Maximilian Kolbe who took the place of a man condemned to death in a concentration camp. We are called to lose our comfort zones, our  assumed places and see each human being through the `lens’ of the gospel message of freedom and dignity.   We follow Jesus, that through his Paschal Mystery, He may lead us out of the world of selfishness and violence we have made, into a new heaven and new earth, where all is shaped by the generous and merciful ways of his Father.











Confessions: Saturday 6.00–6.30 pm. Hymns: 541,175,557,503.    Psalm: 903


Please pray for: Prof. Paul Younger, Fr John Gibbons, Leo Hardy, Ronnie Phelps, Kurt Patterson, Carol Hannen, Hazel Watson, Eileen Martin, Jessie Gray, Patricia McKeag, Janet Hymers, baby Evie Noble, Doris Boddy Mandy Betts and all the sick in St Benedict’s, St Clare’s Hospices and all those in South Tyneside Hospital. If there is anyone ill or housebound and not being visited, please inform John Hardy.


ROTAS�
  3rd December  �
10th December�
�
Readers:�
Mr Oliver  Mrs Taylor  Mr Rodger�
Mr F Totton, Mrs V Green�
�
Ministers:�
Miss Smith  Miss McNally�
Miss C Smith, Miss D McNally�
�
B. Prayers:�
J Arthurs�
J Arthurs�
�
Counters:�
Mr Hardy  Mr Oliver�
Miss C Smith, Mr D Totton�
�
Could you or you and a friend visit an isolated, lonely lady in Leander Court or Willowbank Court?  See Jane Arthurs for more details. Food Aid: there is a box at the back of church for donations of food or money. Wool appeal: Knitters also wanted. Contact Maureen Hunter if you can help.  Maureen is also collecting stamps for Cystic Fibrosis fundraising. Advent Penitential Service: Wed 14th Dec 7.00 pm, for others see each parish page. Anniversaries:27th Nov-7th  Dec. Joseph Graham, Ruby Dove, William Tobin, James Dutton, Daniel Tokell, Robert Brack, Feda Fathers, Robert Dowell, Michael Cinnefrey, Henry Lowes, , Mary Ellen Wallace, Francis Dunn, Michael Lowes, Agnes Chatt, James Hanratty Thomas Duffy, Agnes Sloane, Gerald Kerrigan, David Alexandris, Cyril Lycett, Terence Ford  


If you wish to add anything to the bulletin for December please contact Myris on 07956 068156  by Tuesday evening.













































































ST OSWALD’S





Anniversaries:  James Bertham, Doris Finn, Michael Sullivan, Margaret Briggs, Florence McGrory, Ian Whale, John Kearns, Clarence Wales, Edward Wales & Matty Hanley.


Please pray for: Carmel Doherty, Margaret Wilson, Leo Hardy, Doreen Carrahar, Rosemary Cox, Eva Todd, Bob Spinks, Cathy Spinks, John Elrick and all the sick and housebound.


Advent Penitential Service: Mon 12th Dec 7.00 pm St Oswald’s, for others see each parish page.


This week (4 Dec): Eucharistic Ministers: M. Kane, G. Price, M. Taylor.


Reader: M. Waller.  Bidding Prayers: P. Arthurs.


Next week (11 Dec): Eucharistic Ministers: T. Fitzpatrick P. Gulbrandsen G. Kendall.


Reader: G. Price.     Bidding Prayers: Not known.


Notices & Intentions: Catherine Slater 5369248 / Teresa Featherstone 5374285.


100 Club:  Winning number for week 46 – No.29 M. Fairbairn.


Tree Lighting Service: Monday at 7pm.


Bargain Table:  Starts today.














Cycle of Prayer during Advent & Christmas we are asked to pray for these intentions: Openness to the Word of God; Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers.


The Pope’s Mission Intention Dec: that the peoples of Europe may rediscover the beauty, goodness and truth of the Gospel which gives joy and hope to life.


Advent Penitential Services: see each parish page for details


STARCH: drop in at 1.00 pm on Tue at Living Waters, Laygate. All donations will be gratefully accepted.  We have been asked for bicycles, small digital TV’s, computers, household goods, two chest of drawers, two wardrobes, clothing


Christmas Shopping Trip: York, Wed 7th Dec. £10 per person. Contact Gillian at St Gregory’s or phone Frankie on 4562466.


Music, Word & Mince Pies 7th Dec St Wilfrid’s 6-7.00 pm. Join us for a merry evening, free entry.


Carols by Candlelight:  in the presence of The Hon. Emma Lewell-Buck MP. Soloist, Sarah Fenwick, St Bede’s Children’s Choir and also a Youth Choir as well as congregational singing. St Bede’s on Sun 11th Dec at 6.00 pm.


De La Salle: next Youth Mass is on Wed 14th Dec at 7.00 pm in St Gregory’s. Christmas party / Karaoke for the youth afterwards and “refreshments” available for adults afterwards in the Narthex.  Thank you to all who came to last week’s Mass £83-60 was collected for De la Salle.


Carol Service: St Wilfrid’s Thu 15th Dec 7.00 pm carol singing, readings & musical performances. We look forward to seeing you there. 


Christmas Masses:


Sat 24th Dec	Christmas Eve		St Bede’s 		4.00 pm


                    Holy Rosary, St Oswald’s & Ss Peter & Paul		6.00 pm


					St Gregory’s		7.00 pm





Sun 25th Dec	Christmas Day		St Bede’s		9.30 am


					St Gregory’s		9.30 am


					Sacred Heart		9.30 am





Vigil Masses: as from 31st Dec there will be only two Vigil Masses: 5.30 pm at Holy Rosary & 6.30 pm at Sacred Heart.                                                                                                               


De La Salle: Youth pilgrimage to Lourdes 27th May – 3rdJune £395 fully inclusive of all travel, full board accommodation and 3 excursions. There are still 7 places left for young people from any school. Details on De la Salle website or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:delasalless@yahoo.co.uk" \t "_blank" �delasalless@yahoo.co.uk�


		





















































  





R I P


Of your charity pray for the repose of the souls of….





5 Dec Rev Leo Sharratt 1963 Rev John F Kennedy 1997


6 Dec Rev James Thompson 1978


7 Dec Rev Daniel Costar 1973


8 Dec Rev Bernard Smith 1993


9 Dec Rev Robert Thornton 1970











R I P








Please pray for:  Yvonne Robinson, Denis Wray, Alison Hannay, Mary Trint, Bill Murtagh, Peggy Murtagh, Russell Little, Kathleen & Alan Potter, Ann Gray, Carrie Maxwell, Fr Michael Marr, Fr Bill Bellamy, Fr Leo Coughlin, Lorraine Steel, Margaret McLoughlin Veronica Helps and Monica Gagliardi.


Sacrament of Reconciliation:  celebrated every Thursday from 6:30pm.


Nativity Tableau Mass: Please note change in mass times on Tuesday to 09.00am.  The Infant children will be celebrating the birth of Jesus by retelling the story of Christmas in their Nativity Tableau.  You are all welcome to join them in Church at 10.00am.  


Advent Penitential Service: Thu 15th Dec 7.00 pm Ss Peter & Paul, for others see each parish page.


Mission Boxes: will be emptied in December. Anyone who wants their box collected, would like a red box or would like to make a donation, please contact Judith on 07505 823598 or Maria on � HYPERLINK "tel:4241453" \t "_blank" �4241453�. 


Father Kearney’s Mission: A box will be placed in Church as in previous years for people to be able to donate in lieu of giving Christmas cards to each other. This is a great fundraiser for Father Kearney’s Mission.  Many thanks to Brenda Rutherford for organising this again.    


Moiragh Robson RIP:  Ken, Joanne and Grant wish to thank everyone for their cards, prayers and support during this very difficult time.  Donation to Sir Bobby Robson Foundation amounted to £845


SVP:  would like to thank everyone who took part in the Christmas Raffle £200 was raised for Parish Funds


Christmas Memorial Candles: available with a suggested donation of £5.   The candles will be lit on Christmas Eve before the carol service and Christmas vigil.  Please leave your donation and name of loved ones in the sacristy or hand to John Tiernan or Una Fennelly. 


Piety Stall: A Great Range of Christmas Cards, Calendars and small Gifts available on the Piety Stall















































                                                                                                                              Tue 6th Dec:            6.00 pm:   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament


Wed 7th Dec:           10.00 – 10.15 am Private Prayer & Reflection


Fri 9th Dec:              9.30 am:   Morning Prayers of the Church.


Sat 10th Dec:            9:30 am:   Rosary for Vocations 


The Sick: Ellie Kraal, Gordon DeLooze, Terry Hagan, Joan Stewart, Gloria Dearden, Betty Devine, Joan Robson, Rona & Andrew Bojke, Rose & Dennis Scott, Mabel Duffy, David Frame, Trevor Minchella, Anthony Balfour.


Anniversaries:  Michael Cronin, Fr John Kennedy, William Bourke, James Peacock, Kathleen Seymour.


Duty Rotas for 10th /11th December:


7 pm St Vincent’s Vigil Mass: Welcomers: Jim & Pat Hansell. Readers: Rosemary Gavin, Michael Dickson. Eucharistic Ministers: Rosemary Gavin, Betty Williams.


9.30 am Mass at St Gregory’s: Welcomers: Linda Ray, Sheridan Smith.  Readers: Maureen Balfour, Sheridan Smith. Eucharistic Ministers: Marilyn France*, Joe Green, Tommy Cullen, Cathy Jordan, Gillian Cormack. Bidding Prayers: Jean Little. Coffee: Kate Burley, Mary McGurk. News Letter: Tommy Cullen.


First Holy Communion Programme: Session 3 “Reconcilliation”, today Sun 4th Dec at St Gregory’s 9:30am, First Confessions will take place on Tue 6th Dec at St Gregory’s at 4:00pm.


Advent Penitential Service: Tuesday 13th Dec at 7.00pm.


100 Club Results: 6 – Tommy Cullen, 28 – Sheridan Smith, 112 – Margaret Davidson.


St Vincent’s Vigil Mass: A meeting was held at St Vincent’s after mass on Saturday which was well attended. Parishioners at the meeting were strongly against the proposed ending of the Saturday vigil mass on 31st December and asked for an emergency meeting of the parish council and parishioners to be convened as soon as possible. This will take place on Monday 5th December at 7.30 at St Vincent’s. Bill Rogerson. Chair PPC.


Shoe Box Appeal: Many thanks to everyone who participated in this year’s appeal. A magnificent 215 boxes were donated. 


Christmas in the Community: Sainsbury’s will be hosting a Christmas afternoon tea for those who live alone and may not be socially involved at Christmas, on Thursday 15 December in St Gregory's church hall, 2 - 4pm. Please telephone either Yvonne, Janet or Anne on 4569901 to book a place.


Fire Drill: A big thanks to the clergy, stewards and congregation for the responsible, co-operative manner in which the drill was carried out. We cleared the church in 3 minutes and 30 seconds – well within diocesan guidelines. There were a couple of minor issues we can iron out for the future. (Joe Green).


Wednesday Private Prayer: St Gregory’s Church will be open for prayer from 10am until 10.15 am followed by coffee in the Hall.
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                     Ss Peter & Paul
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